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Background 
 

With reference to a decision by STATE&CONSERVATION 13-2020, STATE&CONSERVATION 14-2021 
reviewed the status of marine mammal indicators anbd proivided guidance on their future development. 

This document contains the extracts from the outcome of STATE&CONSERVATION 14-2021 regarding marine 
mammal indicators and assessment of marine mammals.  
 
Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
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Indicator: Health of marine mammals  
4J.148  The Meeting took note of the Health of marine mammals indicator (document 4J-29, 
Presentation 6), as presented by the Secretariat.  

4J.149  The Meeting noted the comment by Sweden that the ongoing development work, in 
particular harmonisation aspects across the region, would be valuable in the longer-term and the 
identification of target organs should be considered a priority.  

4J.150  The Meeting supported the development of this indicator for HOLAS IV, noting that it is not 
an immediate priority for the HOLAS III efforts, and considered that ongoing work should be maintained to 
ensure a strong outcome for future assessments.  
 

Assessment of marine mammals  
 
4J.151  The Meeting took note of the possible adjustment of the HELCOM assessment of Baltic Sea 
seals for HOLAS II (document 4J-68, Presentation 7), as presented by Sweden.  

4J.152  The Meeting supported the improvement of the information included in the indicator report 
for HOLAS III, especially with regards to the trend analyses.  

4J.153  The Meeting welcomed the information that Sweden has resources in place to support such 
improvements.  

4J.154  The Meeting noted that there is a need to make publicly available clear and accessible 
description of the methodology used for the Distribution of Baltic seals indicator evaluations.  

4J.155  The Meeting noted concerns regarding the implications of the proposal and the need to 
establish a procedure to review the material.  

4J.156  The Meeting noted the study reservation by Finland on the issue, resulting from the limited 
time to sufficiently review the proposal and noted the need by Germany and Estonia to consider the 
proposal further. The Meeting further noted the concern by Denmark on the proposal regarding alteration 
to the distribution indicator and the need to come back to this issue.  

4J.157  The Meeting agreed on the following intersessional procedure for the work:  

− invited the CPs to provide further possible comments on the suggestion to the Secretariat 
(laura.kaikkonen@helcom.fi) by 21 May 2021  

− agreed to a meeting in June/August 2021, organized by Sweden, where the proposals could be discussed 
in more detail. A Doodle will be prepared and circulated to State and Conservation contacts to identify an 
appropriate date.  

− invited EG MAMA 15-2021 to consider the proposal based on further developed information.  

4J.158  The Meeting noted the need to clarify the terminology used and agreed to include EG MAMA 
to the discussions.  

4J.159  The Meeting took note of the assessment of harbour porpoise for HOLAS III (document 4J-
69, Presentation 6) as well as of the workshop results for the planned assessment of harbour porpoise for 
HOLAS III (document 4J-107, Presentation 6), as presented by the Secretariat.  

4J.160  The Meeting expressed support for the work to harmonize the assessment of the Belt sea 
population with the OSPAR approach.  

4J.161  The Meeting welcomed that Sweden can support the work in 2022 with personnel resources 
and welcomed the clarification that work in the HELCOM BLUES project will focus mainly on the indicators  
and the overarching assessment of harbour porpoise for the thematic assessment in HOLAS III would be 
addressed separately.  
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Topic: Bycatch  

4J.162  The Meeting took note of the Number of drowned mammals and waterbirds in fishing gear 
indicator (document 4J-30, Presentation 6), as presented by the Secretariat.  

4J.163  The Meeting invited the Secretariat to check that the latest version of the monitoring 
programme is available on the HELCOM webpage.  

4J.164  The Meeting noted that Germany would like to see this indicator listed under vertebrates 
(birds and mammals) rather than under bycatch.  

4J.165  The Meeting noted the clarification by the Secretariat that the difference between 
subprogramme and monitoring programme is that subprogramme was the term used in the previous 
Monitoring Manual and has recently been changed to programme as part of the update of the Monitoring 
Manual.  

4J.166  The Meeting noted that in further work towards HOLAS III harmonisation with OSPAR work 
on the topic was considered valuable, if possible to achieve, and that care should be taken to ensure 
developments are well aligned with the MSFD (e.g. when grouping species etc). The Meeting welcomed the 
information that Sweden can contribute to the analysis for the Belt Sea and that bycatch reports will be 
available from Denmark in the near future.  

4J.167  The Meeting took note of the bycatch assessment (document 4J-64, Presentation 6), as 
presented by the Secretariat.  

4J.168  The Meeting noted that Denmark aims to complete two reports on bycatch of birds in the 
coming year and will share information once available.  

4J.169  The Meeting noted the comment by Finland that a recent national survey to commercial 
fishermen indicates that fykenets are a cause of bird bycatch at a similar level as other previously identified 
gears, further information will be available in the near future and will be disseminated once public.  

4J.170  The Meeting noted the comment by CCB that, in future bycatch assessments, trawling 
should be considered as this is a source of bycatch for marine mammals.  

4J.171  The Meeting noted that the ACTION reports will be made available on the HELCOM project 
website as soon as this is possible and that all reports are now available (as meeting documents) via a 
designated workspace via document 4J-89.  

4J.172  The Meeting noted that the assessment under HELCOM BLUES aims to cover additional areas 
and species than those covered in the ACTION report and aims to cover other fishing gears where data is 
available.  

4J.173  The Meeting noted the comment from Germany that this indicator has direct relevance 
under marine mammals and waterbirds, in particular where the MSFD is addressed and should be 
addressed in the corresponding thematic reports in line with the MSFD rather than opening a separate 
topic on bycatch.  

4J.174  The Meeting took note of the bycatch assessment in the HELCOM BLUES project (document 
4J-65, Presentation 6), as presented by the Secretariat.  

4J.175  The Meeting noted that a request for clarification regarding the model choice in the bycatch 
assessment will be sent to the Secretariat by Sweden by 7 May.  
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